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	1. Title of Subject


	International Trade and  Shipping Law 



	2. Subject Code


	BTS2614

	3. Status of Subject


	Elective

	4. Stage


	Degree

	5. Version


	Date of Previous Version: October 2005

Date of Current Version : October 2008



	6. Credit Hour

LAN’s Credit Hours Equivalent



	3



	
	2.67



	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff


	Idrissa Felix Bigirimana, LL.B (Hons) (IIUM), LLM (UKM)



	9. Semester


	Trimester 2

	10. Objective of Subject


	To expose the students to fundamentals of international trade and shipping law. The materials will be of introductory nature to enable the students to appreciate factors that have to be taken into account in their future decision-making.



	11. Learning Outcome 

      of  Subject


	At the completion of the subject, students should be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of  the basic concepts of international trade segment in general and particularly the key issues in the international sale of goods, including the main trade terms, the nature of the international trade contracts and the primary payment mechanisms in international trade; of  the basic concepts of shipping law segment in general and particularly major issues such as ownership and registration of ships, maritime liens and mortgages and salvage and wrecks.

· Explain the principles of international trade and shipping law applicable in Malaysia;

· Explain  the similarities and differences between the international trade and shipping law practiced in Malaysia and other jurisdictions;

· Identify the issues that have arisen in the area of international trade and shipping law in Malaysia and other countries;

· Demonstrate an understand the legal implication of case law and statutory provisions related to their field; and

· Apply and implement the legal concepts in decision making.



	
	Programme Outcomes
	     % of Contribution

	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles  


	20

	
	· Capability to communicate effectively 


	20

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 


	20

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions to legal problems 


	20

	
	· Awareness of the social, cultural and global and environmental responsibilities as lawyers  
	10

	
	· Understand the importance of commerce    
	10

	12. Assessment Scheme


	Class Participation


	· Oral/Active Participation in the Course 


	10%



	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Individual Assignment 

· Focus group discussion at tutorial


	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%

	13.  Details of subject


	Topics Covered
	Hours

	
	1. a) International Trading Terms
Legal consequences of international trading terms. The most commonly used forms of trading terms, including cif, fob, fas, ex warehouse, ex quay, franco frontier, ex ship and variants of cif.

b) Sale of Good in International Trade

Formation of contract, conditions and warranties, passage of property, performance of the contract.


	9

	
	2. a) Contract of Affreightment
Time and voyage charterparties, bills of lading, law of general average, Hague-Visby Rules and Hamburg Rules.

b) Conflict of Laws in the Contract of Sale

Proper law of the contract and elements of a contract in international sales.


	7.5

	
	3. a) Enforcement of Foreign Judgments

An overview on the problem of recognition and enforcement of judgments. Enforcement of foreign judgments in Malaysia. 

b) Marine Insurance

Substance of the law. Assignment of a policy. Proximate cause. Indemnity. Rights of insurer on payment.


	6

	
	4. a) Payment Mechanisms in International Trade 

Letters of credit and bills of exchange.

b) Registration of Ships

Ships permitted to be registered. Formalities of registration. Consequences of registration. Closure of registration.


	7.5

	
	5. a) Property, Ownership and Title in Ships

Property and ownership. Equitable interests in registered ships. Acquisition of property in ships. Transfer of property in ships.

b) Marine Pollution from Ships
National and international laws on pollution. Compensation for losses caused by pollution. Prevention and clean-up.


	6

	
	6. Salvage and Wrecks

Characteristics of a salvor. Authority required for salvage services. Effects on third parties of salvage agreements. Salvage contracts. Receiver of wreck. Title to unclaimed wreck. Ordinary rights and duties in respect of wreck.


	3

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	14. Teaching and        

      Learning Activities   
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:

· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42

	15. Laboratory
	Not Applicable.



	16. Reading Materials
	Text Book 
	1. Fawcett JJ (2005), International Sale of Goods in the Conflict of Laws, Oxford University Press.
2. Bridge, Michael (1999), The International Sale of Goods:Law and Practice, Oxford University Press

3. Ralph H. Folsom, Michael W. Gordon and John A. Sponagle Jr. (2005), Principles of International Business Transactions Thomson West
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