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	1. Title of subject


	Computer and Information Technology Law I



	2. Subject code


	 BRT3614



	3. Status of subject


	Core

	4. Stage


	Degree



	5. Version
	Date of Previous Version: October 2007

Date of Current Version : October 2008



	6. Credit hour

LAN Credit Hour Equivalent
	3

	
	2.67



	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff
	Dr. Nehaluddin; LL.D (India), LL.M (UK), LL.M (India), LL.B (Law), M.A (History) (India)

Ms Manique A.E. Cooray; LLB (Hons) (Wolverhampton); MCL (Delhi)



	9. Semester


	Year 3, Trimester 1



	10. Objective of Subject


	To expose the students to major aspects of computer law, this regulates the technological aspects of information. It also aims at analysing the law governing information processing, particularly the automated transformation or transmission of digital information. The primary focus of the course will be the law, which governs information processing and the ways in which existing intellectual property rights require modification in the light of the new technology.


	11. Learning Outcome of Subject
	At the completion of the subject, students should be able to:

· Understand the basic concepts of computer law in general;

· Understand some of the intellectual property rights such as copyright, patent, trade secrets and the law of confidence;

· Appreciate the concept of digital technology and electronic privacy and security;

· Understand the contractual and tortious liabilty arising out of the use of computer and digital technology;

· Analyse the real and potential problems of devising multilateral schemes for regulating computer technology;

· Apply and implement the legal concepts of computer law in decision making.



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of Contribution

	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles


	30

	
	· Capability to communicate effectively


	20

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles


	20



	
	· Able to apply ICT skills 
	10

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 


	20

	1. Assessment Scheme


	Class Participation


	· Oral Participation


	10%



	
	Assignment 
	· Individual Assignment 


	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%



	2. Details of subject


	Topics Covered
	Hours

	
	1. Introduction

Overview of the development of computer law, both within Malaysia and internationally. The attempt to apply existing legal principles to the new technology.


	4.5

	
	2. Computer Software and Copyright

Computer programmes, originality and storage, exceptions to copyright infringement, copyright and databases. Computer-generated works: works created using a computer; works created by a computer and intermediate works

	4.5

	
	3. Copyright and Electronic Publishing

Definition of electronic publishing. Multimedia. The Internet. Licensing. Special problems posed by electronic publishing.  


	6

	
	4. Patent Law and Computers

Basic requirements. Exclusions from patentability. Computer programmes. Infringement defences and remedies. Utility model. 


	4.5

	
	5. Designs, Trade Marks and Law of Confidence

Particular problems associated with computer hardware and software. Semiconductor. Rights. Subsistence and ownership. Duration. Rights and Infringement. Remedies for Infringement
Particular problems associated with computer hardware and software. Law of confidence: basic requirements and remedies for breach of confidence.


	4.5

	
	6. Computer Contracts

Fundamentals of computer contracts. Terms and nature of the contract. Software and hardware acquisition. Breach of contract and misrepresentation. 


	4.5

	
	7. Software Contracts

Licenses for off-the-shelf software. Misrepresentation and dealer’s promises. Back-up copies of programmes. Integration and upgrades.


	4.5

	
	8. Hardware Contracts

Introduction. Performance. Representations and collateral warranties. Maintenance and upgrades. Legal controls. Tenders


	4.5

	
	9. Electronic Contracting

Legal requirements as to form. When and where the contract is made. Evidential status of electronic documents in civil trials. Distance selling


	4.5

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	3. Teaching and Learning Activity
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	4. Laboratory
	Not Applicable.



	5. Reading Material


	Text 


	1. Lloyd, I.J. (2008) Information Technology Law (5th ed) Oxford University Press

2. David Bainbridge, (2004)  Introduction to Computer Law, (5th ed) Longman publisher
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3. Tapper, C. (1999). Computer Law.  Longmans.

4. Reed, C. (2003)Computer Law. (4th ed) , Blackstone Press.
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6. Ida Madieha, (2003), Patent Law in Malaysia: Cases and commentary. Sweet and  Maxwell

7. Ida Madieha, (2004), Trade Marks Law in Malaysia: Cases and commentary. Sweet and  Maxwell

8. Ida Madieha, (2004), Copyright Law in Malaysia: Cases and commentary. Sweet and  Maxwell.

9. Juriah Abdul Jalil, (2004), Industrial Designs Law in Malaysia: Cases and Commentary. Sweet and  Maxwell.

10. Khaw, Lake Tee, (2008), Copyright Law in Malaysia, 3rd edition, Lexis Nexis Malaysia, Petaling Jaya.

Statutes

1. Contracts Act 1950 (Act 136)

2. Trade Marks Act 1976

3. Patents Act 1983

4. Copyright Act 1987

5. Industrial Designs Act 1996
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