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	1. Title of subject


	Professional Practice I

	2. Subject code


	BPP4614

	3. Status of subject


	Core

	4. Stage


	Degree

	5. Version


	Date of Previous Version : May 2007

Date of Current Version: October 2008 



	6. Credit hour

LAN Credit Hour Equivalent
	3



	7. 
	2.67



	8. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	9. Teaching Staff 
	Mr. Tay Eng Siang [LL.B (Hons) Malaya; LL.M (Distinction) Malaya]

Ms Gita Radakrishna;  LL.B (Hons.) (Lon), Barrister at Law (Middle Temple); MPhil (MMU)



	10. Semester


	Year 4, Trimester 1

	11. Objective of Subject


	The objectives of this subject are (a) to impart an understanding of the duties, responsibilities and liabilities of advocates and solicitors in the legal profession in relation to their clients, the courts and the public, the basic procedures that are involved when lawyers appear in courts; and (b) to give a clear picture of the legal implications of non-compliance of court procedures.



	12. Learning Outcome of Subject


	At the completion of the subject, the students should be able to:

· appreciate and uphold various duties and responsibilities of the legal profession;

· explain and differentiate various aspects of ethics of the legal profession;

· follow, preserver and safeguard general conduct of the legal profession;

· understand the nature, purpose and procedures regarding disciplinary proceedings arising from the breaches of professional conduct;

· prepare documents in relation to works in courts;

· identify the legal issues regarding professional practice;

· conduct a mock trial.



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of Contribution

	13. 
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles
	40

	14. 
	· Acquisition of legal competence
	20

	15. 
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles
	20

	16. 
	· Understanding the importance of commerce 
	10

	17. 
	· Understanding the commitment to professional and ethical responsibilities


	10

	18. Assessment Scheme
	Tutorial / Assignment
	· Individual/Group assignment 

· Focus group discussion at   tutorial 


	30%



	19. 
	Test / Quiz
	· Written exam


	20%

	20. 
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%



	21. Details of subject


	Topics Covered
	Hours

	
	1. Introduction 

Introduction and overview of the whole subject, structure of Malaysian Legal Profession, the need for ethics.


	3

	
	2. Duties of Counsel

Duties of counsel to Clients and Courts; The Barristers’ (Advocates and Solicitors’) immunity; Counsel’s liability in negligence for conduct of a case; Summary jurisdiction of the courts over solicitors and enforce undertakings, Extent of counsel’s authority, legal professional privilege.


	9

	
	3. Legal Profession (Practice and Etiquette) Rules 1978 

Acceptance of brief; Performance in court; Advocate to be ready for trial; Advocate to undertake defence fairly and honourably; Attire; Allegations of fraud.


	6

	
	4. General conduct

Legal profession to be advocate’s only profession; Fees for litigious matters; Contingency fees; Accountants report; Duty of confidentiality; Touting; Change of solicitors; Obtaining judgment by default.


	6

	
	5. Disciplinary Proceedings 

Appeals; the case for a self-regulatory profession; advantages and disadvantages of disciplinary procedure. Impact of 2006 amendment to Part VII of Legal Profession Act.


	6

	
	6. Advocacy and the Trial in Court

Civil and criminal matters; client and witness interview; negotiation session, file management, opening, maintaining and closing files, diary system and management; importance of minuting all conversation; mock trial; examination of witnesses, court etiquette etc; oral and written submission; opinion writing.


	9

	
	7. Arguing The Appeal

Preparation for an appeal; Appellate advocacy.
	3

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	22.  Teaching and Learning Activity
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:

· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

      Total Contact Hours = 42



	23. Laboratory


	NIL

	24. Reading Material


	Text 


	1. Ravi Nekoo, Parames K, and Kevin Joshua, (2007), Professional Practice 2nd Edition, Kuala Lumpur.

2. Tan Yock Lin, (1998), The Law of The Advocates and Solicitors in Singapore and Malaysia (2nd edition) Butterworth.



	25. 
	References
	1. Nahendran Navaratnam and  Brendan Navin Siva, (2004), Civil Appeals Handbook (2nd edition), MLJ: Kuala Lumpur.

2. Gopal Sreenevasan and  Nahendran Navaratnam, (2005) ,Malaysian Litigation Practice, Sweet and  Maxwell Asia: Petaling Jaya.

3. Gurdial Singh Nijar, (2001), Civil Trial Advocacy – A Practical Guide, Advanced Professional Courses: Kuala Lumpur.

4. Gurdial Singh Nijar, (2006), Drafting for Lawyers. Letters, Opinions, Pleadings, Applications, Affidavits, Judgments and  Orders, Bill of Costs; Advanced Professional Courses : Kuala Lumpur.

5. Gunasaiklrana Malayalam, (2005), Solicitors’ Accounts – The Theory and Practice Gunasaiklaran Malayalam: Klang

6. Nahendran Nayaratnam, (2005), The Trial Lawyers’ Companion – A Manual for Civil Trial Practice in Malaysia, Sweet and  Maxwell Asia : Petaling Jaya.



	26. 
	
	Articles 

1.  Joanna Rasamalar Jeremiah. (1994),  Liability Without Reliance – Solicitors and Disappointed Beneficiaries 1 MLJ cxxxvii

2. Kholsa J, (1957), How to Argue Appeals. Malik’s The Art of a Law ed p241

3. Davis, (1940) The Argument of an Appeal, 26 ABAJ 895

4. Tan Sri Dato’ Harun Hashim, (1981),  Ethics in the Legal Profession – Now and in the Future 2 MLJ lxxxi

5. TPB Menon, (1981) Legal profession in Singapore Code of Ethics and Disciplinary Procedures 2 MLJ v

6. Lord Alexander of Weedon QC,(1992), The role of the Advocate in our Society 1 MLJ xxxvii

7. S Sothi Rachagan, (1995), The Role of Lawyers and the Bar Council in Society 2 MLJ xxix

Statutes

1. Legal Profession Act 1976 (and other relevant subsidiaries legislation)

2. Legal Profession (Amendment) act 2006 (Act A 1269)

3. Legal Profession (Practice and Etiquette) Rules 1978

4. Legal Profession (Practice and Etiquette) (Amendment) Rules 1994

5. Evidence Act 1950
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