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	1. Title of subject


	 Legal Method I



	2. Subject code


	BML1614

	3. Status of subject


	Core

	4. Stage
	Degree



	5. Version
	Date of Previous Version: October 2005

Date of Current Version : January 2008


	6. Credit hour

LAN Credit Hour 

Equivalent


	3 



	
	2.67


	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff
	Dr Nehaluddin Ahmad



	9. Semester


	Year 1, Trimester 1



	10. Objective of Subject


	The primary focus of the course will be the legal text. Texts of the law (statutes, law reports) and texts about the law (textbooks, journals, articles) will be the object of analysis. They will be studied in order to understand the construction of legal rules, to acquire the skill of argument construction, analysis and critique, to appreciate links in the texts, and to use this knowledge to solve practical and theoretical legal problems.



	11. Learning Outcome of Subject
	At the completion of the subject, students should be able to:

· Develop awareness of the importance of understanding the influence and power of language in law ;

· Read and understand texts of law;

· Identify, construct and evaluate arguments;

· Develop the ability to construct arguments to produce plausible solutions to problems;

· Make comprehensible the interrelationships between cases and statutes, disputes and legal rules, primary and secondary texts



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of Contribution

	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles
	30

	
	· Capability to communicate effectively
	20

	
	· Ability to carry out research  
	10

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles
	20



	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 
	20

	12. Assessment Scheme


	Class Participation


	· Oral Participation


	10%



	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Individual Assignment 

· Focus group discussion at tutorial


	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%

	13. Details of subject


	Topics Covered
	Hours

	                                                       1.
	Introduction

Skills required for competent legal study: developing critical thinking; range of skill required for legal studies and their relationship; general study skills; language usage skills; legal method skills; substantive legal knowledge skills


	6

	2.
	Classification of Law 

Subject classifications; law and equity; civil and criminal law; public and private law; sources of law; legal language; legal reasoning and logic; legal reasoning and justification; limits of legal reasoning


	8

	3.
	Case Law

Analogy, rules and precedent; formulation and application of case law rules; ratio decidendi; obiter dictum; finding the ratio of decisions in appellate courts; distinguishing cases; stare decisis and the hierarchy of courts


	8

	4.
	Legislation

Outline of the legislative process; mechanics of enactment; legislation and language; interpretation of legislation by the courts; current judicial practice


	7

	                                                       5.
	Statutory Interpretation

Internal layout of a statute; analysing of statutes; rules of statutory interpretation; relationship between cases and statutes


	7

	6.
	Fact Finding and Dispute Resolution

Law and fact; the adversarial method; the inquisitorial method; merits of the methods; non-adjudicatory methods


	6

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	14. Teaching and Learning Activity
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	15. Laboratory
	Not Applicable.



	16. Reading Material


	Text 


	1. Farrar, John H. and Dugdale, Anthony M. (1990) Introduction to Legal Method. Sweet and Maxwell

2. Holland, James A (2003),

Learning Legal Rules, Oxford University Press

3. Zander, M. (2004) The Law-Making Process (Law in Context), 6th Ed. Cambridge University Press.

4. Hanson, S. (2003) Legal Method and Reasoning. 2nd rev ed. Routledge Cavendish.
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