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	1. Title of subject


	Multimedia Law

	2. Subject code


	BMD2614

	3. Status of subject


	Elective

	4. Stage
	Degree



	5. Version
	Date of Previous Version: October 2005

Date of Current Version : October 2008



	6. Credit hour

LAN Credit Hour Equivalent


	3 



	
	2.67



	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff 
	Ms Manique A.E. Cooray; LLB (Hons) (Wolverhampton); MCL (Delhi)



	9. Semester


	Trimester 2

	10. Objective of Subject


	The objectives of the course are:

· To provide a clear understanding on the fundamental of multimedia law

· To enable the student to understand and to find legal and practical solutions to these problems.



	11. Learning Outcome of Subject
	By the end of the subject, 

· The law graduate will be able to apply critical thinking process in solving legal problems relating to multimedia.

· The law graduate will be able to distinguish the features various types of media 

· The law graduate will be able to contrast the right of privacy as against the right of publicity.

· The law graduate will be able to illustrate various licences required for the publication over the multimedia.

· The law graduate will be able to analyse what type of materials can be copied without infringement the copyright of the owner.

· The law graduate will be able to conclude what type of publication can be published to avoid the defamation suit and personal privacy.

· The law graduate will be able to demonstrate what amounts to computer crime in general and more particularly what materials amount to obscene indecent and incitement of racial materials.



	
	Programme Outcomes


	     % of Contribution

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence


	50

	
	· Capability to communicate effectively


	10

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles 


	20

	
	· Ability to be a multi skilled lawyer with good ICT knowledge


	20

	12. Assessment Scheme


	Class Participation
	· Oral Participation


	10%



	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Individual Assignment 

· Focus group discussion at tutorial


	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%

	13. Details of subject


	Topics Covered
	Hours

	
	1. Introduction 

Introduction to Multimedia Law; Definition; Freedom of Press/Multimedia; Limitation.


	1

	
	2. Electronic Networks

Legal domains; legal models existing in the electronic environment; what is different about electronic networks?; legal considerations that affect the use of information; special problems and policy concerns.


	5

	
	3. Right of Publicity

What is the right of publicity and the right of privacy; the deceased's right of publicity; broadening of the right of publicity; how to avoid violating the right of publicity.


	3

	
	4. Licensing content from specific media industries

Licensing music; licensing literary works, non-fiction body, magazines and news paper articles; licensing photos and artwork; licensing software; licensing video, television and film clips; performing arts guilds and unions’ reuse fees.


	6

	
	5. Software license agreements

Grant of rights; payments; marketing; distribution; termination; ownership issues; warranties.


	3

	
	6. Agreements

Multimedia Development Agreement; Multimedia Production Agreement; Multimedia Work License Agreement; Multimedia Right License Agreement.


	3

	
	7. Libel 

The principle of libel; Libel and slander; Libel and malicious falsehood; Defamation; The construction and meaning of words; Natural and ordinary meaning; Meaning of innuendo; Justification; Partial justification; Fair comment; Privilege; Absolute privilege; Qualified privilege; Other defences.


	3

	
	8. Procedure, Injunction and Damages

Procedure; Limitation period; Injunctions; Damages; Categories of Damages.


	3

	
	9. Invasion of Privacy

Appropriation and intrusion; Exceptions; Right to Privacy; Publication of Private Information and False Light; Private Facts; Offensive Materials.


	3

	
	10. Copyright

Copyright works; Who owns Copyright?; Infringement; Defences; Duration of copyright; Remedies; Injunction; Damages; Other rights; Are digital media products protected as films.


	3

	
	11. Free Press and Free Trial 

Trial level remedies and restrictive orders; Prejudicial crime; Closed proceedings and Sealed documents.


	3

	
	12. Obscenity , Indecent Displays and Racial Hatred

Obscenity - definition; Intention irrelevant; Contemporary Obscenity law; Controlling obscenity; Indecent displays; Incitement of racial hatred.

	3

	
	13. Crimes

Crimes against computer; theft of computer components; Hackers and digital vandalism; Computer infections, regulations in the information age.


	3

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	14. Teaching and Learning Activity
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	15. Laboratory
	Not Applicable.



	16. Reading Material


	Text 


	Brinson, (1996), Multimedia Law and Business Handbook, Ladera Press: California.
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