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	1. Title of subject


	Law of Torts I



	2. Subject code


	BLT2614

	3. Status of subject


	Core

	4. Stage
	Degree



	5. Version
	Date of Previous Version: May 2001

Date of Current Version : May 2007



	6. Credit hour

LAN Credit Hour Equivalent


	3 



	
	2.67



	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff (Proposed)
	Ms. Hafiza binti Abdul Razak, LL.B, LL.B(S)(IIUM), LL.M(UKM)

Ms Wong Wai Wai, LLB (London); LLM (Malaya)



	9. Semester


	Year 2, Trimester 1

	10. Objective of Subject


	The crust of the study shows the main area of the law of torts, the various means by which a wrong may be committed against another. Its also gives an in depth view on the defences that the “wrongdoer” may raise to nullify his wrong. And finally the study shows the legal avenues available to person/s who have suffered a loss due to this wrongful act.



	11. Learning Outcome of Subject
	By the end of the subject, 

· The law graduate will be able to select and quote the correct sources of law (either Malaysian law or common law) in presenting a practical tortious case before a court of law.

· The law graduate will be able to identify and distinguish various types of civil wrongs available in the court of law

· The law graduate will be able to identify the elements of framing the cause of action in trespass to land and trespass to goods.

· The law graduate will be able to describe the necessary elements of the tort of negligence based on practical problems in his//her legal practice.

· The law graduate will be to recommend and advise his/her client as to whether his/her reputation has been damaged based on the law of defamation.

· The law graduate will be able to compare and contrast the type of breach of duties, for example statutory breach, employer’s liabilities and occupier’s liabilities. 

· The law graduate will be able to identify the elements of framing the cause of action in trespass to land and trespass to goods. 



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of Contribution

	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles
	30

	
	· Able to understand the importance of commerce 
	10

	
	· Capability to communicate effectively
	20

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 
	20

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles
	20

	12. Assessment Scheme


	Class Participation
	· Oral Participation


	10%



	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Individual Assignment 

· Focus group discussion at tutorial


	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%



	13. Details of subject


	Topics Covered
	Hours

	1.
	Introduction

Meaning of the law of tort; foundation of tortious liability.


	3

	2.
	General Characteristics of Tortious Liability 

Trespass; intention; negligence; breach of duty; motive; malice.


	3

	3.
	Trespass to Person

Assault; battery; false imprisonment; trespass to the person and negligence; intentional harm other than trespass to the person.


	3



	4.
	Trespass to Land  

Definition of trespass to land; possession; interference; defences; remedies.


	6



	5. 
	Trespass to Goods  

Definition; possession; conversion; passing off; defences - damages and other action for wrongful interference with goods.


	6



	6.
	Negligence  

Duty of care; breach of duty; loss suffered by the plaintiff; remedies available.


	6



	7.
	Causation and Contributory Negligence

Causation; legal causation; remoteness of damage; contributory negligence.


	6

	8.
	Employers’ and Occupiers’ Liabilities 

Duties of employers under statute and common law; liabilities of occupiers of land and structure.


	3



	9.
	Defamation

Elements of defamation; libel; slander; types of defences available to the defendant; jury and the award of damages; remedies; elements of  malicious falsehood; remedies.


	6

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	14. Teaching and Learning Activity
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	15. Laboratory
	Not Applicable.



	16. Reading Material


	Text 
	1. Norchaya Haji Talib, (2003) Law of Tort in Malaysia, 2nd Edition, Petaling Jaya: Sweet & Maxwell.

2. Winfield, P.H. (2002) Winfield & Jolowicz On Tort, 16th Edition, London: Sweet & Maxwell.
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Statutes

1. Civil Law Act 1956

2. Defamation Act 1957
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