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	1. Title of Subject


	Human Rights Law 



	2. Subject Code


	BHL2614

	3. Status of Subject


	Elective

	4. Stage


	Degree

	5. Version


	Date of Previous Version: May 2001

Date of Current Version : December 2004 



	6. Credit Hour

LAN Credit Hours Equivalent



	3



	
	2.67



	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff


	Dr. Myint Zan  BA Law (Rangoon); LL.B. (Rangoon); 

     LL.M. (Michigan); LL.M. International Law (ANU; Ph.D (Law) 



	9. Semester


	Trimester 2

	10. Aim of Subject


	To expose the students to fundamentals of human rights law from the perspective of international and national human rights law and policy development and its operation relevant to their field of study. The materials will be of introductory nature to enable the students to appreciate the legal implications of case law and statutory provisions that have to be taken into account in their future decision-making.



	11. Learning Outcome 

      of Subject


	At the completion of the subject, students should be able to:

· Understand the human rights law in general and particularly the set up of United Nations and other institutions; and basic concepts of major human rights treaties; unilateral treaties among different sections of the world such as western countries and the perspective developing nations, especially those in ASEAN;

· Appreciate the principles of human rights law and policy applicable in Malaysia;

· Understand the similarities and differences between the Malaysian human rights law compared with the international standard;

· Identify the issues arisen in the area of human rights law;

· Understand the legal implication of case law and statutory provisions related to their field; and

· Apply and implement the legal concepts in decision making.



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of

contribution



	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles   
	30

	
	· Ability to communicate 


	20

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 
	20

	
	· Capability of finding solutions to legal problems in a lawful manner 
	10

	
	· Ability to understand the importance of complying with the ethical principles 
	10

	
	· Awareness of the social, cultural, global and environmental responsibilities as lawyers


	10

	12. Assessment Scheme
	Class Participation


	· Oral Participation


	10%



	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Individual Assignment 

· Focus group discussion at tutorial
	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%

	13. Details of subject
	Topics Covered
	Hours



	1. 
	History of Human Rights Law

Historical background.


	3

	2. 
	Development of Human Rights Law

United Nations Charter and Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Modern developments.


	6



	3. 
	Human Rights Law in Malaysia

Historical background. Human Rights Commission.


	4



	4. 
	Exceptions: States of Emergency

Conceptualising emergency regimes. Practice of states. International minimum standard. Normalcy and emergency. Permanent emergency.


	4



	5. 
	Women’s Rights as Human Rights

Legal and policy perspectives. Direct discrimination. Indirect discrimination. Women’s rights and international human rights law.


	3

	6. 
	Children’s Rights as Human Rights

Early development of the rights of the child. The Children’s Convention. Rights protected. Implementation of the Convention.


	3

	7. 
	Economic Strategies for the Enforcement of Human Rights

Global economy and human rights. Linkage of human rights and economic policies.


	3

	8. 
	Minority Rights as Human Rights

Historical background. International human rights law and the rights of minorities and indigenous peoples.


	4

	9. 
	Non-Governmental Organisations and Human Rights

NGO activities. Developing strategies in the international sphere.


	3

	10. 
	Horizontal Application of Human Rights Law

Bridging the gaps. The unification of state functions in implementing human rights law.


	3

	11. 
	International Human Rights Law and Domestic Law

Incorporation of international human rights law in domestic law. The case of Malaysia.


	3

	12. 
	Future of Human Rights Law

Outlook for development in the international and domestic spheres.


	3

	14. Teaching and        

      Learning Activities   
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 42 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	15.  Laboratory
	Not Applicable



	16.. Reading Materials
	Text
	Steiner, Henry J. and Alston, Philip (2000) International Human Rights in Context: Law, Politics, Morals (2nd ed), Oxford University Press
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