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	1. Title of Subject


	Advanced Research Methodology for Social Sciences



	2. Subject Code


	BFR8038



	3. Status of Subject


	Compulsory

	4. Stage


	Ph.D. Degree



	5. Version 


	Date of Previous Version:  June 2003 

Date of Current Version: April 2006.

	6. Credit Hour

LAN Credit Hour Equivalent 


	3



	
	3

	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff


	Prof. Anantharaman (Co-ordinator)



	9. Semester


	Twice a year (depends on the demand)

	10.  Objective of Subject


	To provide the research students with a methodological framework to facilitate research problem selection and to enhance skill in  alternative methods to  approach and analysing the same.



	11. Learning Outcome 

      of Subject


	At the completion of the subject, students should be able to perform the following tasks:

· Identify and articulate their research idea.

· Frame a suitable research design 

· Evaluate alternative methods relevant for data collection and selection of appropriate method(s) for data analysis.

· Skill to develop a meaningful academic research proposal and present the same in convincing manner.


	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of contribution

	
	· Ability to conduct original and independent research with scientific skills
	50



	
	· Acquisition and mastery of knowledge in scientific techniques to solve management and business issues


	40

	
	· Enhancement of communication skills 


	10

	12.  Assessment Scheme
	Lab  


	· Work in group 

· Lab report writing

· Oral assessment at the end of lab


	Not Applicable

	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Group assignment  and Presentation


	50%



	
	Test/Quiz
	· Written exam
	Not Applicable



	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%



	13. Details of Subject
	        Topics Covered


	Hours

	
	Introduction:

Philosophical issues of research, research methodologies.


	6

	
	Research Strategy and Process

Research problem, Different strategies of doing research (Survey, case study, historical method etc). Various steps in doing qualitative and quantitative research (Literature Review, Theoretical Frame work, model building, research design, report writing)


	9

	
	Sampling Strategies and Collection of Empirical Data:

Sources of data, methods of data collection, Sampling and Sample size 


	6

	
	Data Analysis:

Data coding, editing, transfer of data in to software.

SPSS: Statistical Techniques available and its applications

AMOS: Statistical Techniques Available and its applications

EViews: Econometrics techniques available and their   applications.

OR techniques and its applications.


	9

	
	Methodological Issues in the Selected Functional Areas of Management: 

Key theories in each functional areas and its applications. The students should link their research problem with the theory. (Students will be grouped into different functional areas based on their topic of research, each group will be taught by functional areas experts for 6 hours and the students identify suitable theory or theories which will be the base for their research work and presentation (written and oral) of the same.


	9

	
	Ethical issues in Academic Research and Report Writing:

Ethical issues. Method of citation in the text, references, format of a Ph.D. thesis, with special reference to MMU format.

	3

	14. Teaching and        

      Learning Activities   
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 42 

              Total Contact Hours = 42


	

	15. Laboratory


	Not applicable


	

	16. Reading Materials
	References


	Remeny, Dan., Williams, Brian., Money, Arthur., and Swartz, Ethne., (1998), Doing Research in Business and Management: An Introduction to Process and Methods, Sage Publications, London. 

Sekaran, Uma., (2004), Research Methods for Business, John Wiley & Sons, New York.

Donald A. Cooper and Pamela S. Schnidler, (2003) Business Research Methods, McGraw-Hill, New York.

George K. Chacko, (2003), Pre-Ph.D. Proposal Preparation: Problem Formation and Formulation, Thomson International Publishers, Connecticut, USA, 2003.
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