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	1. Title of Subject


	Criminal Law I

	2. Subject Code


	BCR2614

	3. Status of Subject


	Core 

	4. Stage


	Degree

	5. Version 


	Date of Previous Version : October 2005

Date of Current Version : October 2008



	6. Credit Hour

LAN’s Credit Hours Equivalent



	3



	
	2.67

	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff


	Mdm. Flora Teichner  LL.B (Hons) London; LL.M (University of Vienna) (Austria) 

Asmida Ahmad, Bachelor of Law (Hons) Syariah, Master in Laws (UKM)


	9. Semester


	Year 2  , Trimester 1



	10. Objective of Subject


	· Students should be able to understand the fundamental principles of criminal law in general

· Students should be able to appreciate the Malaysian criminal  Law

· Students should be able to understand the applicability of defences 

· Students should be able to recognise the intricacy of criminal problems  

· Students should the ability to apply the relevant legal principles appropriately    



	11. Learning Outcome 

      of Subject


	· Students should be able to identify legal problems 

· Students should be able to highlight the relevant areas of law with reference to a given problem

· Students should be able to differentiate the types of unlawful killings 

· Students should be able discharge the burden of establishing a crime or negating the elements of a crime 



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of

Contribution

	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles 
	40



	
	· Capability to communicate effectively 


	20

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 


	20

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles  


	20

	12.  Assessment  

       Scheme
	Tutorial / Assignment
	· Group assignment 

· Focus group discussion at   tutorial 


	30%



	
	Test / Quiz
	· Mid-term exam


	20%

	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%



	13. Details of subject
	Topics Covered


	       Hours 

	
	1. Introduction 

General principles of criminal law; the differences between civil  and criminal law; functions of a judge and jury in criminal trials; the standard of proof of the prosecution and the exceptions to this standard


	3



	1. 
	2. Elements of a Crime - Actus Reus  (I)

Elements of actus reus ;when can omissions become criminal and exceptions to this rule


	3

	2. 
	3. Elements of a Crime - Mens Rea (11)

Definition of mens rea;  the various state of minds that make an act criminal; intention; recklessness - subjective and objective; Caldwell recklessness; negligence, blameless inadvertence; and knowledge

  
	6



	3. 
	4. The Doctrine of Transferred Malice

The general principles of this doctrine; the coincidence of actus reus and the mens rea
 
	3



	4. 
	5. Homicide 

Types of unlawful homicide; the actus reus and requisite mens rea required, chain of causation raised as defence to negate liability; contributory neglicence  


	6



	5. 
	6. Homicide  - Murder – s300   

Definition of murder; mens rea (malice aforethought) for murder; doctrine of transferred malice; sentence for murder under s302   


	6



	6. 
	7. Homicide – Culpable Homicide – s299   
The defenses that reduce murder to culpable homicide 

	6



	7. 
	8. Homicide – Causing Death by Gross Negligence – 304A   
Definition of negligence  under case 


	3



	8. 
	9. Non Fatal Offences Against the Person 

Assault and battery; assault occasioning actual bodily harm; wounding on inflicting grievous bodily harm


	6



	
	Total Contact Hours 


	42

	14. Teaching and        

      Learning Activities   
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	15. Laboratory
	Not Applicable



	16. Reading Materials
	Text Book


	1. Stanley Yeo, Neil Morgan and Chang Wing Cheong, (2007),  Criminal Law in Malaysia and Singapore, Lexis Nexis. 

2. Fook L.C and Che Audah Hassan (2006) Introduction to Principles and  Liabilities in Criminal Law. Lexis Nexis.

3. Cheong, C.W et al (2005) Fundamental Principles of Criminal Law Cases and Materials. Lexis Nexis.
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