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	1. Title of subject


	Constitutional Law I



	2. Subject code


	BCL1614

	3. Status of subject


	Core

	4. Stage
	Degree



	5. Version
	Date of Previous Version: May 2007

Date of Current Version : October 2008 



	6. Credit hour

LAN Credit Hour 

Equivalent


	3 



	
	2.67



	7. Pre-Requisite


	Nil

	8. Teaching Staff
	Mr. Gary Ng Kit Min  LL.B. (Hons) London, LL.M. (London) 



	9. Semester
	Year 1, Trimester 1



	10. Objective of Subject


	This course is aimed at giving undergraduates an insight to the basic constitutional principles that govern the Malaysian Constitution. Students are expected to have a better understanding of the provisions of the Federal Constitution.  



	11. Learning Outcome of Subject
	At the completion of the subject:-  

· Students should be able to apply the fundamental principles of law

· Students should be able to identify constitutional issues 

· Students should be able to solve legal problems

· Students should be able to identify the three organs of the government and the powers that been granted to these organs

· Students should be able to invoke the relevant provisions under the Federal Constitution under a given situation 



	
	Programme Outcomes
	% of

Contribution

	
	· Ability to acquire and apply fundamental legal principles


	40

	
	· Capability to communicate effectively


	20

	
	· Ability to identify problems and find solutions based on legal principles


	20

	
	· Acquisition of legal competence 
	20

	12. Assessment Scheme


	Class Participation
	· Presentation/ Oral Participation  
	10%



	
	Tutorial / Assignment 
	· Individual/Assignment /Group Assignment or Group Discussion  
	20%



	
	Mid-term Test
	· Written exam
	20%

	
	Final Exam
	· Written exam
	50%

	13. Details of subject
	Topics Covered
	Hours

	
	1. Constitutions

Types of constitutions; what goes into constitutions; written and unwritten constitution; constitutionalism


	3

	
	2. The Malaysian Constitution

The constitutional developments; the distinctive features of Malaysian Constitution; the rule of law; supremacy of the Federal Constitution; sources of the Malaysian constitutional law.  


	3

	
	3. Separation of Powers 

The three organs of the government ; their functions and their powers


	3

	
	4. Prime Minister and the Executive  

The functions of the cabinet; powers of the Prime Minister

collective and individual ministerial responsibilities;


	6

	
	5. Civil Service

Political activities of civil servants 


	3

	
	6. Judiciary and the Constitution 

The constitutional provisions which govern and regulate the  Malaysian court system


	6

	
	7. Parliament and its Composition

Functions and the composition of the Parliament,  members of both the Houses; their functions; legislative process
	6



	
	8. Parliamentary Privilege 

Privileges of parliamentarians; remedies for breaches; powers of the House to punish for contempt
	6

	
	9. Delegated Legislation

Delegated legislation: purposes of delegation; effectiveness of subordinate legislation
	3

	
	10. Introduction to the Electoral System

The conduct of elections; methods of challenging the election; the Election Commission


	3

	
	Total Contact Hours
	42

	14. Teaching and Learning Activity
	This subject will be delivered using the following means:
· Lecture Hours = 28 hours

· Supervised Tutorial Hours = 14 hours

              Total Contact Hours = 42



	15. Laboratory
	Not Applicable.



	16. Reading Material
	Text
	1. Abdul Aziz Bari and  Farid Sufian, (2006), Constitution of Malaysia, Text and Commentary, 2nd ed. Malaysia Prentice Hall, Kuala Lumpur 

2. Vohrah KC Dato et al (2004), Sheridan and  Groves : The Constitution of Malaysia,  5th Edition,  Malaysian Law Journal, Kuala Lumpur

3.   Abdul Aziz Bari, (2003) Malaysian Constitution, A Critical Introduction, The Other Press Kuala Lumpur    
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